Architecture of Grace
SEL BUILT BY A TEACHER, FOR REAL CLASSROOMS
FREE PREVIEW - THE CROSSWALK MATRIX - SECULAR

Where the Story Meets the

Lesson

The Crosswalk Matrix — every load-bearing scene mapped to a

lesson, an anchor chart, and a concrete neuro-affirming adjustment,

for any classroom, with no faith framework required.

SECULAREDITION UNIVERSAL - NO FAITH FRAMEWORK

What the Crosswalk Matrix is

K-12 - FIVE GRADE BANDS

A scene the class has lived through is the most reliable doorway into a lesson. The Crosswalk Matrix is where

each load-bearing moment in the novel is mapped — in five columns — to exactly what to teach next.

Print it on cardstock and place it at the front of the teacher master document. Read a column left to right and a single scene
becomes a sequenced lesson: the moment, the pillar it serves, its lesson coordinate, the chart that goes on the wall, and the

concrete translation that makes it land for every learner in the room.

*

Novel Chapter -
Key Scene

The load-bearing
moment in the story,
quoted, so the teaching
is anchored in a scene
the class has already
lived through together.

WHY THE FIFTH COLUMN CARRIES THE WEIGHT

%

Core SEL Theme

Identity - Self-
Compassion -
Forgiveness - Grace.
The four pillars the
whole K-12 architecture
is built on.

O

Lesson Alignment

The exact unit and
lesson coordinate
(U2-L2, etc.) so a scene
maps to a teachable,
sequenced lesson.

Anchor Chart
Trigger

The wall chart that goes
up with this scene —
icons before words in
K-2, words first by
grade 3.

Neuro-Affirming
Adjustment

The concrete translation
for autistic and
neurodivergent
learners. Core practice,
never an add-on.

Charitable interpretation, taught without pattern-tracking, can train vulnerable students to override accurate threat detection. The
Neuro-Affirming Adjustment column builds in the guardrail: first time - charitable interpretation; second - name the pattern; third -

trust the pattern. Distance is wisdom, not bitterness.
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Three Sample Rows, K-12

A preview never gives the whole matrix — here are three rows that show the same architecture deepening from

a kindergarten carpet to a senior-year walk.

m Ch. 9 - Carrying Too Much SELF-COMPASSION

Ms. Calloway puts on the blue backpack with the torn strap and drops stone after stone in until she is hunched over. Each child gets a small
gray-blue stone for their desk.

U2:-L2 — The Weight We Carry (K-2) MY BACKPACK (K-2) — a drawn backpack with stones labeled
worry, sorry, sad.

NEURO-AFFIRMING ADJUSTMENT

USE THE LITERAL BACKPACK. Let the child hold the actual stones. Touch = comprehension. Build a sorting tray: KEEP / PUT DOWN /
NOT MINE. The deepest concrete translation in the K-2 year.

LR CLIVELE Ch. 15 - Forgiveness # Trust FORGIVENESS

Amara calls her grandmother after Brielle’s comment reaches her. Her grandmother gives the four-part teaching — “Forgiveness, but the
kind that does not include trust.”

U3-L3 — Forgiveness vs. Reconciliation FORGIVENESS vs. RECONCILIATION (6-8) — internal & mine
to give vs. external & requires both.

NEURO-AFFIRMING ADJUSTMENT

PATTERN-TRACKING GUARDRAIL: “If this is the third time the same person has done the same kind of hurt — you are not failing to be
charitable. You are PATTERN-MATCHING. That is data, not bitterness.”

Ch. 17 . The Conversation with My Father FORGIVENESS

Marcus has the conversation he has put off for years. They go for a walk. He speaks; his father listens. Marcus walks home not having
forgiven his father, but having put down half the stone.

U3-L6 — The Agency of Release (Real-World) PARTIAL RELEASE IS REAL RELEASE (11-12) — "Half is more
than none. The whole-stone framing is the Critic's framing.”

NEURO-AFFIRMING ADJUSTMENT

For students whose all-or-nothing processing makes forgiveness feel binary: “You can release the daily replay while keeping the
limit. The categories are separable.”
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One architecture, five grade bands

The same four pillars — Identity, Self-Compassion, Forgiveness, Grace — spiral from a kindergarten carpet to a

senior-year walk. The cohort is the same ten children, thirteen years running.

Room 12 Room 18 Room 36 Room 104 Room 207
The Year We Met The Year of the Inner The Year of Two Voices The Year We Looked Up The Year We Walked
Sammy Critic Out

What'’s in the full set

Five full Crosswalk Matrices — one per grade band (Rooms
12,18, 36, 104, 207), every load-bearing scene mapped end to
end.

THE STORE

License or buy the full
Crosswalk set

The In-Margin Teacher Marker Guide — teacher scripts and

neuro-affirming prompts, on label or sticky-note stock.
Five grade bands, K-12, universal. Free previews

Grace in Practice — the observable-behavior chart for each are always open in the Library — read before you

band, with teacher cues and the “not this” failure modes. buy, then license it for a school or buy individual
pieces for home.

The Neuro-Affirming Adjustment column on every row —

core practice for autistic and neurodivergent learners, never
P 9 ! Browse the Store >
an add-on.

. architectureofgrace.org - Free previews in the Library
Print-ready on cardstock for the front of the teacher master

document.

“Practiced grace becomes grace.”
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